CHAP. xvn.                    PUECHASE OF GKAIJST.                            395

selves on the bounty of the charitable there. Unofficial esti-
mates of the probable deficiency in food supply were brought
forward, and moving representations came from many quarters.
The idea, which was oppressing the imaginations of men like a
weight, related to the magnitude of the numbers concerned. If
such sad consequences followed on the Orissa famine affecting
four Tnillions of souls, how dire would be this calamity involving
twenty millions.

Having fixed the general outline of what was to be done,
Lord Northbrook applied himself with the fullest precision to
consider the means of doing it. Much was to be expected from
the operations of trade; nevertheless, there was a consensus in
the warnings which the Government had received from many
quarters to the effect that private enterprise would not be able
to fill the void caused by the drought. AH the best information
available pointed to the conclusion that a large quantity of
food must be imported by the Government. The neighbour-
ing province of British Burma had been blessed as usual with
an abundant harvest, therefore Lord Northbrook determined to
purchase grain there, through the very competent agency of the
Chief Commissioner,'the Honourable Ashley (now Sir Ashley)
Eden. The quantity of grain thus to be purchased was a
matter for anxious consideration, and the decision depended on
the time during which the famine might be expected to last.
The distress would begin in March, 1874, and should the
periodical rains fall propitiously during June and the succeed-
ing months, it would be over by the autumn. But the rains
might not come in Jiuie, and meteorological experience indi-
cated the probability that they would fail, as drought once set
in generally lasts for at least two years. In that case the distress
would continue right through the year 1874. If, then, the pro-
vision was to be at all complete and effectual, it must embrace
the whole summer autumn and winter of 1874, and there must
be a large reserve formed on that understanding. The calcu-
lations thus made pointed to an amount of 450,000 tons of grain
(rice), which was almost entirely purchased in Burma.

These supplies of rice were transported from Burma to